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I used to sit in grandmother's kitchen 

on a low bench near the stove 

the plain room, a reflection of her life, 

given grandeur by the breadth of her being 

antique patterned wallpaper, brown with age, 

straining against the glue in corners and on edges 

the homely kitchen table covered with white oilcloth 

cracked where it's draped over drop leaves 

and illuminated by an overhead bulb 

grandma would reach under the oilcloth on each side 

and lift the leaves 

and swing the arm 

that turned on a pivot screw 

transforming the table into a circle 

where seven people could sit: 

a magnificent arrangement 
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